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How do you recognise a Chinese home? What is unamjpeut Chinese home
compared to say an Englishman’s home? Well, | thcdound these images on the
Internet posted by youth and teenagers reflectmgvloat it was like growing up in a
Chinese home with Chinese parents.
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Number One: You learnt to cook Number @uYiave a special cupboard just for
rice with one finger Chinese tea

Number 3: You look for ice-cream, NumbeE#erything is wrapped in the
you found frozen drumsticks instead plagtie remote control, the sofa and
dining room table) I"#
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Number 5: Your oven is not an oven.
It's a cupboard. (Chinese people don't

bake cakeso 7 89:;
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(These are what your kids are posting on the letel3C( DE FGH
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In the same way, we might ask: What is it like grayvup in God’s family? Think
about it. When someone looks at your life, can tbeg any difference between your
life and a non-Christian’s? Do they find you stramy funny or offensive, or does
your life look exactly the same as everyone else?
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After all, it's not hard to take one look at someacnd say: “He’s a Chinese boy.”
(Last week | was at a wedding with 40 chinese peoyhen the food came out,
everyone took out their phones and started takimmgs). But how easy or hard is it
for us to look at someone and say, “That's defipigeChristian”?
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Well, over the next few days we will be lookingthe book of Ephesians to help us
answer that question: What should our lives as &tadhily look like? And what does
God see when He looks at us here in CCCC?
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Why Ephesians? Because Ephesians is all about Gbdfsh. In Ephesians, we learn
that the church is the body of Christ. We will gbat tomorrow in Chapter 3. In

Ephesians we learn that the church is in a spiritual battie will see that on Sunday
3



in Chapter 6.
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But tonight, in our first talk (which will be shoio please try to stay awake), we learn
that the church is a family - we are brothers astess. And more importantly, that
God is our Heavenly Father.
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| have just three short points (from just threesest). They are:
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1. We are blessed by the Father
6 f8& 060?
2. We are chosen by the Father

6 8§60+ ?
3. We are loved by the Fathe
6 8€-o ?

1. Blessed by the FathetlS€U0

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ha S blessed
us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in C hrist.
Ephesians 1:3

So, number 1: What should people see when theydbgku, a Christian? Of course,
it's blessing! Why? Isn’t that what it says? “PeiSod... who has blessed us... with
every spiritual blessing!” God has emptied His lesdy bank account and said, “It's
all yours!”
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Is that what it's saying? Christians must be thepnest, the healthiest and the smartest
people in the world. Well, we’'ve missed out two omjant words: In Christ.
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In Christ.

Do you know what a funnel is? This is a funnelydi've worked in a kitchen or you
want to save money, you buy your soy sauce (oriogodil) I—

in bulk, in big bottles. Then what do you do? Ydlup your | 4 \
smaller bottles to use every day. And you use-tiaisunnel - <N
to pour that liquid into a smaller container. |

sma . N
# S g & 9 /
1" H u $%# "> U & F< ’
() * i + e, 1§ -. >eF .
a? ?4?eA 2+ [ A01* i 2 3 >?

You see, God pours His blessing into our lives Imi€l alone. In Him we have all the

blessings. But outside of Christ we have none ofi'&dlessing (in fact, we have

God’s judgement). Which is why for the rest of Egiaas Chapter 1, Paul does not
keep saying: Blessing! Blessing! Blessing! No, leeps reminding us: In Christ, in

Christ, in Christ. Nine times, in fact, in verse#35, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 13!
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Why is this important? Because many of us makartistake of coming to God from
the wrong end of the funnel - the blessings endei&God blesses us, we say, “Praise
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God, He is so good to me!” But when we don’t gettiing we wanted, we say, “Why
are you punishing me?” People who only know Goaugh His blessings are like
children who only see their parents as ATMs. “Mumimwant money to buy an
IPod.” Or they start to envy others of God'’s blegson them: “Why is his car bigger
than mine?” What happens when we only know GoduitinoHis blessings? We take
Him for granted. And we get greedy.
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But the bible says we come to know God through3tis, Jesus Christ. And when we
rightly know God through Jesus, what we see ixthes. He had paid the biggest bill
in the entire universe: our debt of sin.
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Now it doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t thank God kbs blessing. And it certainly
does not mean that we cannot pray for His blessingoking for a job or for our

children to stay healthy. But the question is tgsthat all you thank God for? At a
prayer meeting, are you only ever praying for gielk auntie or that job situation?
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Now Paul begins by praising God for His blessing<hrist, but did you know - he
carries on praising God all the way till verse (Merse 3 to 14 is one single sentence
in the Greek.) Take a deep breath, and try to vease 3 to verse 14, without stopping!
What do you call this? Too much! (So Cheong Heirfgawvinded”) Like the worship
leader who keeps singing long songs and makingansl s1p in church.
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But friends, if | were to ask you to pray right nawfront of the church, | wonder how
long you could last before you ran out of words?wHong could you last? Don’t you
want to be the kind of person who always knows ®&wds him, every moment of the
day? Who says, “l want to pray, | want to prayal& sooo many things to thank God
for today!”
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The key is Christ. Why? Because Jesus Christ isotilg Son who deserves all of
God’s blessing. When Christians say that they arehrist ”, what we mean is God
looks at me and He sees Jesus. That's what it mel@ns my Father. | am His son.
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2. Chosen by the Fathe8€-0+

For He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before Him.
Ephesians 1:4
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It is a strange thing for a father tohbose ” his son, isn’t it? Most of the fathers here
would say, “I didn’t have a choice. If | did, | wiouhave chosen another son!” (Of
course, you wouldn’t say that, I'm sure!)
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But you see, the bible is reminding us that we didmoose God, He chose us. Before
we were born, before the foundation of the worldd@lready decided, “| am going to
love you.” It's like a pregnant mother saying ta li@born baby, “Whoever you are,
whatever you become, | will be your mother. | vallvays care for you. | will always
love you.”
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Now there is a big difference with God. God knewwaild sin against Him. But still
He chose us... and notice what He chose us toho#: 4nd blameless before Him. ”
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This goes back to the blessing that God gave Ussas Christ (notice the word8dt”
at the beginning of verse 4.) Why did God blessviik salvation in Jesus Christ? So
that we will be happy? So that we will be free towthatever we want with our lives?
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No, so that we will become like Jesus. That's whmaly and blameless ” means. In
the Old Testamenthb6ly and blameless " was used to describe two things: the priests
and the sacrifices. The priests were set aparGfmt, they lived their lives serving
God. And the sacrifices were blameless and pumeserhto be offered up to God for
His pleasure and forgiveness.
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It means that when God does bless you in your-lwégth gifts, with money, with
friends, with your job, with your family - all thedblessings have one single purpose:
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so that you can be more like Jesus; so that youbeagenerous with your blessings; so
that you can be sacrificial with your blessingstJike Jesus.
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3. Loved by the Father

So we have seen that Christians are blessed blfatier - we are blessed in Jesus
Christ; and Christians are chosen by the Fathebetholy and blameless.
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Finally, Christians are loved by the Father. Thiserse 5.
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In love, He predestined us for adoption to sonshithrough Jesus Christ, in
accordance with His pleasure and will.
Ephesians 1.5
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Of the three, this is the strangest, because #& 8@t we are God’s family... through
adoption. Think about that for a moment. We are @otl’s natural children. Rather
He came to us and said, “I want you to be my daargdrtd my son.”
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When | first became a Christian, | spent time irogphanage in Malaysia. A Christian
family bought two big houses; they lived in one a@mhated the other to be used as an
orphanage; for children who didn’'t have a motherfaither; or whose mother and
father could no longer care for them.
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| remember turning up on the first day at the on@auge and asking the Aunties, “How
can | help?” They replied, “Just be a big brotleethem.” In the afternoon, | would sit

on the sofa and read the newspapers. Almost imnedgliawo kids would come and

sit next to me. | continued reading but soon liseal more kids were sitting near me,
this time on the floor, next to me. They didn’'t mda bother me, they just want to be
near me. These children were so starved of loveattsmtion. Even sitting next to

someone older reading the newspaper was a coroftirein.
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There was a five-year-old boy | remember who ranobthe house that afternoon into
the driveway, shouting, “Papa, come already! Pagaecalready!” But there was no
one at the gate. The Aunties said to me, “He doissetvery single day. Every day he
runs to the gate hoping his father will come tolsiee But he never does.”
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| tell you that story for two reasons. Firstly, Gisdour Heavenly Papa who has come
to adopt us into His family. He chooses to love s because we are good, not
because we are perfect, but because He is lovidgamnerous. It is important to know
that in Jesus Christ, we are not second-classamhslaughters. Rather, God gives us
all the rights and blessings of His Son. That's vithig so important to be in Christ.
God looks at you and He sees Jesus. “I am your étda¥apa.”
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But there is a second lesson from that story. Somest we come to church feeling
like orphans. We feel alone, like no one cares. wheén we come to church we find
brothers and sisters who love us and make us feslt so alone.
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Friends, if that is you, you are living in an orphge, not a church. It is not enough
for you to have a big brother come and read newspagxt to you every week. What
you really need is a Father who adopts you intofdmsily. What you need is a God
who says, “Never will | leave you. Never will | &ake you.”
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Conclusion: United to God

In conclusion, our theme for this weekend is UntizdlVitness. We want to be united
as a church - in love and in the gospel. But befdr®f that, | want to say to you
tonight: We need to be united to God.
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It is useless trying to be united to one anothgou are not united to your own Father.
Jesus taught us to pray, “Ah Pa. Father.” You areatone in this world. God has
come to you in Jesus Christ to bring you home. ldata/you to know that he really,
really loves you. Everything that has happenedourife is God’s plan to make you
more and more like His Son - all the good thingg alhthe bad things. He wants you
to be holy, to be blameless.
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But most of all He wants you to love Him. Not Hie$sings. God wants you to love
Him more than your money, your ministry, your famyjour work, your own life.
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Are you united with God? If so, praise Him as ybl@avenly Father.
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jeshsist who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing irri€th
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Notes from the Editor: the English version of this article was the author’s script for his first sermon
preached in the Weekend Away of our church in August this year, which the Editor has specially
requested the consent of the author for translation and publication. The scripts for the other two
sermons will be published in the October and November bulletins respectively.
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Ten years of pregnancy...
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| believe that all parents are the same, that enwve see our children growing up
healthily, we will feel comforted and happy.
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In the church of God, | believe this is also thmeaGod is watching us (the church)
joyfully to grow, and He will give the church thiaghat are special and needed
according to His time, just like our earthly pasentll arrange for their children some

extracurricular activities, so that they can fudgvelop. But all of these take time.
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We need to remember that our God is faithful, arddda God who is willing to give
abundantly to human. Unwittingly, He has given ugraup of lovely children, they
learn in Sunday school and grow up in games. Th#éybe our new hope and a new
wave of church young force!
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Let us earnestly pray for these children, greatly
encourage them and give them a lot of opportunities
to serve. Amen.
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1. Background

This document describes the policy adopted for supm missionaries by the
Cambridge Chinese Christian Church (abbreviatedvbes CCCC). It will lay out
the conditions, requirements and financial/spifituteommitments regarding
missionaries that CCCC supports.
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The policy only covers long/medium term full timassionaries. For the context of
this document, brothers and sisters joining shentmissions and those who have
full time secular jobs are not considered as missies.
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All missionary will need to join a Mission Body, wiwill have experience on the field
and take care of our missionaries regarding thay @ day living and missionary
work, their insurance, medical care, pension afetga
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1.1 History

18" July, 2015: English version of the poligrafted by Elder Anthony Lau, awaits
comments and approval.
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21% August, 2015: approved by the Council in the Cdluneeting.
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5" September, 2015: translated into Chinese by P&stmiey Wong.
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General Requirements for a Missionary supported byCCCC

1. The CCCC will only support those who have convintdael Church that he/she
was called by God to become a missionary.
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2. He/she has to be consider a mature Christian béfishe can be sent out to the

mission field, unless there is training programthe field, either by CCCC or
associated missionary body.
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3. He/She has to join a missionary body and the CC@RCwark closely with the
missionary body to provide training, directionspgart and supervision.
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4. He/She will normally require proper full time thegically training.
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5. He/She will distribute newsletter at least oncergZemonths
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6. He/She must be accepted by the Church membermas@nary.
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The Church will provide all or part of the finankieequirements (see later) and
provided support and care for the missionary. Taurch will remember the
missionary and his/her work in prayers. The Chuvidhkeep regular contact with the
missionary and arrange sharing of his/her workwaeltl being regularly.
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Different categories of missionaries

We have identified 3 different categories of missiees for our purpose and each will
have different/additional requirements and arrareyem
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A. Pastors. Pastors who are ‘friends’ of CCCC whoehbgen serving in CCCC.
He/She must be ordained and have been servingadttefull time for at least 10
years.
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B. Missionaries of the CCCC. He/She must be an aatmgnber of the CCCC
(special members are also considered) They atebgethe CCCC to work on a

CCCC missionary project. This project will be iated by the CCCC and
accepted by the Members.
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C. Missionaries. He/She must be an active membenefCCC (special members
are also considered). The CCCC will support thesiomary to fulfil his/her called
mission which is not a CCCC mission project.
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Financial support for the missionaries

As missionaries, they are working for God and tfeeeeGod and God's family will

provide their (and their family) requirements. Tiessionary body he/she is joining
will work out the annual financial requirement, wiishould include their field

expenses and insurance / pension etc.
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The church will commit the annual living expensabyfor partially for a fixed
term as suggested by the missionary body. Nornadlynitial 2 year term and
subsequent 4 year term. The starting date ande@midites will be accepted by the
Church members and clearly stated in the contract.
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Once the expenses are agreed and genuine unforespenses arises, e.g.
sickness involving additional medical expenses,GHCC Council will consider
extra financial support should budget allow. Wallsheed members’ acceptance
if it exceeds the CCCC budget.
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The missionary must take furlough / sabbaticaleast once every 7 years. The
support will continue through their furlough / sakibal year.

AyAOOA 2 Zx@ 3s 4z+ >MNU | apF
‘s 4 7+ —567/ >

The CCCC is considering setting up a Missionaryd~ttncompliment the support to
all above missionary categories. The detail widl &dded to this policy when
completed.
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Financial support for different categories of missbnaries

Ideally, we should attempt to fully support all simaries. Practically, our financial

resources is limited and we are not necessarynlyechurch / organisation to support

and other church / organisation will have the saopgortunity to support the
18



missionaries.
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For Category 1 (Pastors) CCCC can support up to 80tteir expenses. For this
category, | am sure they have other sources ofastipp

NO A }EE- 89 ypNT¢ Pu/ ‘lud

QR> NO BA ~ & 3 IV A

For Category 2 (Missionary on CCCC mission projedtje are supporting 100%
because he/she is working for CCCC. All other ritial support to this
missionary should come through CCCC, subjected rtangement with the
Mission Bodly.

NO A }F 89 ypAyRY, AyA  ~ Apu /
ulBRes: ANCFS 89 ypaad > STU Ayodiis
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For Category 3 (Missionary supported by CCCC), veesaipporting up to 30% of
their expenses.

NO A } 89 ypu / AyA ~ AINfpu [
ad QAR

Changes in circumstances !

Missionary is a long term project. Situation ire ttvorld changes every day. We
support missionaries not because of their ‘work’ fou their status (as a missionary,
hence servant of God). When situation changesiegd to follow this principle when
we consider our relationship and support. Whenssionary is committed to an area
of work in some place, it may be possible thanireg may take a few years, may be
working on something a bit different or somewheiated.

AyA(Rn a X>YZ BC AT#F [ 1 >7u /
AyA (eS| ad b <(eS \] &S

V AyA  c(Jx NP ~> d gl o NL,... bc BP
de; UYA| fg ul /> VAA M Fi % i |
k ado  ¢j,... | Zo— ;mnop [¢jpF q ;A

19



ir “ f - BJaa >

In general, if a missionary stop being a missioriaryany reason, we shall continue to
care for him/her as a brother / sister (or ex-leotister). We shall concentrate on the
administrative/financial arrangement in the restheg session.
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When a missionary believe that missionary workadanger suitable for him/her
and would like to stop. Firstly, we cannot foraengone to do something he/she
Is not willing to do. We shall try to resolve tlssues leading to this situation and
see if it can be resolved. Once the missionaryasionger’ a missionary, our
financial support may stop. We shall continue &wecabout the person as a
brother / sister in Christ. For category 2, CCCill ind a replacement, unless
the church is terminating the mission project.

d VAyA , SAyaa; v... “ EN<tTALD: > "
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If the missionary is not doing the work as expeotrf the Church (or missionary
body) without good reason, the church will work lwthe missionary / mission
body to retune the work so that the subsequent widflcontinue to enhance the
Kingdom of God. Terminate of missionary status ampport is only a last resort.

% AyA J @E&yp } Aydi  ~! ad < J
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If the work of the missionary is not accepted bg tnissionary body, or the
missionary body is not accepted by the Church,Gharch may terminate the
project with the missionary body and the missionary need to arrange for a
replacement missionary body. It is highly likehat the missionary will have to
come back to base when a new arrangement withceaplkent missionary body.

% AyA aa;SAydn aae (Aydii; Sy
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If the missionary work is no longer viable beyond control (CCCC, missionary
body and missionary, e.g. war, immigration, perieauetc.). CCCC will work
with the mission body and the missionary to finchperary/replacement mission
work. It is possible that the missionary will hatee come back to Cambridge.
His/her missionary status will be retained andrial support continues.
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--- End of Documentyl M ---
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"#$% Chinese Service

C )
(
6/9 ) 3-14 )
() ( 1-14 )
()
13/9
()
()
20/9
()
69 | - ] Sylvia Andy Wenjie Wenijie
ose amantha .
g Samantha | Wenjie Andy Yvonne
» Samantha enjie Wenjie Wallace
13/9| william Melody Wallace
Melody Charles
Sylvia Charles Andy
20/9| Mar
Y Andy Andy Charles
Peter
27/9| Desmond Peter Terry

&#$%  English Service

Worship & Lead .
Date | Speaker : : Musicians
P Service Leader| Vocalist
6/9 Louis Chan COMBINED SERVICE with Chinese Ministry
Sermon Title & Passag€&ifted to Glory I: Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 2:1-11)
- Oliver Luan (Key), Joseph
13/9 Shu Sam Chen Winnie Ip Angela Huang Ng (Guitar)
Sermon Title & PassageGifted to Glory II: One Body, Many Parts (1 Corinthns 12:12-31)
Louis Chan Joseph Ng Yee Rou Quah Jolhn. Chen (Key), Melody
20/9 (Violin)
Sermon Title & Passagésifted to Glory Ill: Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13)
27/9 Shu Sam Chen Louis Chan Andi Wang Lindi Wang (Key)
Sermon Title & PassageGifted to Glory IV: Prophecy and Tongues (1 Corinéms 14:1-25)
'(  Holy Communion
Date Minister Council Members
6/9 Rev Helen Wong Charles Mary
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Refreshment

Date Responsible Persons
6/9 I"#$
13/9 " English team
20/9 %$"&'(
27/9 )*+" Christine ,-

)*+,- Peterborough Chinese Christian Church
1/9( ) | /0"1234 56
13/9 () | 789:;< 5= 141? @ABC DE
8/9¢( ) FGHI  +1234 56
15/9( ) | XL M NO / 56
27/9 () | NO DE
22/9( ) | PQ M RSTUV  (WXY 4:13-5:11) / 56
29/9( ) | Z[\~ aHbcde %* / 56
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2015 ./ CCCC Financial Briefing

£ Income “HH#
I I Offering Gift Aid Expenditure

$$06 Jan 4,267.00 8,735.15
8880 Feb 3,192.00 5,142.76
'%% Mar 5,793.00 11,920.16 5,034.51
(%% Apr 5,406.00 7,523.46
Y%% May 5,231.00 6,692.46
*Po  Jun 3,393.00 6,525.54
+386 Jul 3,595.00 5,753.34
%% Aug 4,280.00 8,258.11
. -. Total 35,157.00 11,920.16 53,665.33
/0 1212 Balancelnadequate -6,588.17
Remarks £2,000 Judy £1,690 Letton Hall

The expenditure includes £2,000 for Judy’s liviigwance and £1,690
balance paid to Letton Hall for retreitiou have questions about these figures, pleastact the Treasurer.

" #$% &'() *+,-. /012
3456 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that tlere
may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says theord Almighty, “and see if | will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out souch blessing that there will not be
room enough to store it.”(Malachi 3:10)

Brothers and sisters are welcomed to contributesope
testimonies, stories, or articles to this monthijlétin. Comments
and suggestions regarding the contents of thisetillare also
welcomed. Please communicate directly to Pastarlé&taNong in
person or write an email to stanley.wong@cccc.érg.u

gHhijkKImCnopgr#stbuvwx”
cyz{|}~*€q°ij,gHNTr#f ...
WTE ~%S<E ¢ Zeze"
stanley.wong@cccc.org.tk

How to contact us

Rev Helen Wonghelen.wong@cccc.org.yk
Pastoral Workers Pastor Stanley Wongt@nley.wong@-cccc.org.uk

Office Tel. |01223-506191

Sunday Service Venue St Columba’s Church, Downing Street, Cambridge GBR

Church Centre Addres:58 Blanford Walk, Cambridge CB4 3NQ

WWW.CCCC.0org.uk

info@cccc.org.uk
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